
REGULAR -AR VERBS
Indicative Present

Semillas: Elementary Spanish



Verbs

Verbs in Spanish fall into three main groups: 
• -AR ending
• -ER ending
• -IR ending

There are certain verbs that do not always follow the regular 
rules – we will get to them later.



Conjugations of 
regular -AR verbs



How to conjugate regular -AR verbs

We can use the regular -AR verbs trabajar (to work) and 
estudiar (to speak).

Let’s look at the steps for how to conjugate the verb trabajar in the 
present tense.

Paso 1. Start with the infinitive verb: TRABAJAR

Paso 2. Take off the -AR ending: TRABAJ-

Paso 3. Add the corresponding ending from the chart 
on the next slide based on the subject/person



Regular -AR verb endings

Singular Plural

1st person (yo)

o

(nosotros/as/es) 

amos

2nd person (tú) 

as

(vosotros/as/es) 

áis

3rd person (él, ella, elle, Ud.)  

a

(ellos/as/es, Uds.) 

an



Conjugations of
TRABAJAR 

Singular Plural

1st person

trabajo trabajamos

2nd person

trabajas trabajáis

3rd person

trabaja trabajan



Some examples

Los profesores trabajan mucho. 

The professors work a lot.

¿Dónde trabajas? 

Where do you (informal) work?

Trabajo en en la biblioteca. 

I work in the library.



Conjugations of 
ESTUDIAR

Singular Plural

1st person

estudio estudiamos

2nd person

estudias estudiáis

3rd person

estudia estudian



Some examples

Él estudia biología. 

He studies biology.

Sara y yo estudiamos español. 

Sara and I study Spanish.



Study the following sentences

Notice that the subject pronouns yo and tú are not included in the first two 

sentences. Since the conjugated verb clearly indicates who the subject is, it is not 

necessary to include the pronoun. However, if it is not clear, you must add the 

subject or subject pronoun. For example, “Estudia literatura” could refer to él, ella, 

elle, Ud. In cases like this, be sure to include the subject or subject pronoun along 

with the verb.

Trabajo en Starbucks. I work at Starbucks.

¿Dónde estudias? Where do you (informal) study?

Ella estudia literatura. She studies literature.
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