
TENER with physical 
traits and TENER + QUE

Semillas: Elementary Spanish



A review of the verb TENER

Singular Plural

1st person (yo) 

tengo

(nosotros/as/es) 

tenemos

2nd person (tú) 

tienes

(vosotros/as/es) 

tenéis

3rd person (él, ella, elle, Ud.)  

tiene

(ellos/as/es, Uds.) 

tienen

TENER means to have and is an irregular verb. 



TENER with physical traits

You can use the verb TENER to describe a person’s 

physical traits.

Mi padre tiene una nariz grande. 
My father has a big nose.

Mi hermana y yo somos gemelas y 

tenemos el pelo rubio. 
My sister and I are twins and we have blonde hair.



Using TENER + QUE + INFINITIVE to 
talk about obligations



TENER + QUE + INFINITIVE

To talk about obligations or to say “have to” in English, you use: 

tener + que + infinitivo

Remember that an infinitive verb always ends in an “r.”

Nuestros primos tienen que limpiar la casa 

todos fines de semana. 
Our cousins have to clean the house every weekend.

Tengo que estudiar para mi examen de 

matemáticas esta noche.
I have to study for my math exam tonight.



TENER + QUE + INFINITIVE

Another way to talk about obligations is: 

hay + que + infinitive

This form does not have an explicit subject and refers to an 

impersonal “you.”

Hay que memorizar el vocabulario. 
You have to memorize the vocabulary.
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