


A meric::m in increasina 1rnmber turn to the 
lmern t ror health informaLion . <:cording 
LO th 2002 report " ounting on 1.he 
lntern t tt by the Pew Internet and American 

Li[e Project. 73 million Ame.dean earched the eb 
in 2.001 ror informati.on bout diet, drug , r di ea . 
Yet, even a mor 111 rican e-k health informau n 
online-beli ing, ace rdiag 10 the P w repon, that 
the ill rind accurate m dical advi e there-other 
are rai ing questions about the rcliabilily of, and 
ace~ s to , health-related rnformalion from a eem­
ingly indi putabl ource: namely, federal wcbs11e.s. 

The federal government produces a rang f hea lth 
information materials, encompa ing not only medi­
cine pe:r se . but al o broader ropic such a en iron­
mental health, whi h addr s concerns such as the 
quality o[ ddnking wat . ln recent years, groups 
ranging from ALA's o •mment Document R und 
T, blc (G D RT) c the nonprofit reproductive-rights 
lobb i.ts at the Ian Gurn:nachc.r lnslitute have taken 
i ue \ ith the alteration or re.mo al of informatfon 
from federal heallh web pag . Otliers, such a 
Rep. Henry Wa man (D-C. lif.) , h ve e pres ed con­
cern aboUL the inlluence or partisan policymaking n 
b th Lhe avajfability r lnformat.ion and the [uncling 
thal determin information dis ernim1Lion Lhrough 
public healLh program . And me freedom-o[-infor­
malion proponents, including a former pre iden!' [ 
ALA' Free<l m to Read Foundati n, June Pinn 11-
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adminisrr · r bstinen e education L 

tern the r<ling to t.hejuly 
hi11gt e prcsiden.t' 15- billion 
al Al lTickcn countri in Afri.ca 

\ a eamtark d for ab tinen e. e<luca i n ; another 
$62..5 million , as appr pria.Led for HH grants to ab­
Linence-onl ex- ducation program in lhe U .. ) 

ther administration act.ion criticized b some, 
impeding public acces to hi.:alLh and science informa­
tion indude: 

revi ions to facr hee on condom u e and n a 
di put d c nnection betw en having an abortion and 
developing bre L cane r; 

r moval on national-se t1rlty urounds of a U . . 
G logical Survey D-ROM about 'I ater uppli fr m 
depository library oll cli r (AL, pr. 2002, p. I -
18) ; and 

chang in the ace ibility of mat rial abouL 
chemical-p lant operations c He led by the En iron­
mental Proteclion Agency , in luding the re.tendon of 
contact iL1formalion [or patrons or P reading r oms. 

fi11pointi11g ih s mptoms 
Rep. a ·man i · among the mo L vocal critic. r infor-
mini n polici that reduce public ace to gove.rn-
rn 111 inform lion. As rank;ng minority member of Ll1 
House ommiuee on Govemm nl Reform Waxman 
ha de ted ·gnificant artcntion to idemif ing with­
drawn and modified health information on federal 

tephen , and Washington , D.C. , at­
lorne Thorna M . u m,an , indicate 
that th on oing acces ibilit , Lo the 
public o g vemm nt-produced in-
f rmatiou, including health iufonna­
t Ion , should ncem libr rian ·. 

"Ther are currenLI three primary 
way the I Bush I ad mini tralion i re.-

Lricting ace s to 15overnment tnfor­
mation: cla ifi ation, funding; and 

Defending against 
t rrorism does not 
adequately explain 
some recently 
identified 
omissions from 

websites, a "' ell as oth r practices 
with potential ro prevent accc.s LO 

information not sanction d by par­
ticular ideological p r pe Lives . 

"HHS in Jud s me of the tn.ost re-
p cLcd cienLific and public health 

org< nizalion in the country and has a 
tr ng rra !!lion of b ing poHc d ci­
ions on th best iwailable ie.Jiti.fi 

information . I t a di curbed b Ll1e 
id ology," Pinnell-Stephens aid . 1-
rhough cla ifying health inf rmati 11 

gov rnment health 
information. tr ubling rep rts that th 13u h ad­

mini tration was undermining thi 
i I ss frequent than other type of materiul, uch a re­
ports about en rgy lnfrastmct1.1re, it does have at least 
an indirect eri t by removing m, terial t.hal affects pub­
Ii health." 

In pre entations he ha made to a numb r I audj­
e.n es in Alaska, where she erv a coUeclion ser­
vice manager for Lhe Fairbanks orth tar B rough 
Publi Library, Pint1 II- t phco has identified other 
instances in which Cederall , pon ored healLh infor­
mation has been compromi ed. he po.Lnts to Lhe dcci -
i n to discominu funding for the Pub ciencc 

w b-acc ible database once produced under the aus­
pice f th D partment of Energy and its partners , 
which contained ome health-related i:nfonnalion, and 
LO DepartmeuL of H alth and Human ervke audits of 

l organizalion that pul licly disagreed with the 

tradition, and 1 a k d m taff to inv tigate," a man 
told American Ubra1i . " h ir r carch re ea led a pat­
tern of uppr Ion and dist. nion of cientiB infonna­
tion to fit the administration' p li1ic-al and ide logical 
views. dentine lnforn,ati n thin do s n I match the 
administration' idenlogical \' iewp int w s removed 
[rom HH web ites.'' 

lateria l identified b axman 
and his taff as remo eel or altered 
Includes content. b " Lhe National 

JENNIFER BUREK PIERCE is assist11nr 
prof,• sor of library and fnjorma1!on cic11c11 al 

/ncliantl nivcrsit 's School of ubrary and 
lnft,miarwn dcnce i11 l11dia11apolis and cdirar 
of Indiana Lil.11mies. 
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an er In Linne n la k of e idence b tween ha,-ing 
nab nion ancl liner de,, I pin hr l an er. a . well 

a information from the Depanmem or Health and 
I lumao en•i e on pr 1e Ling n · exu I h ahh 
1hrough condom usage. · I of con em l \ axman 
are p litical appoimmen l adv ' r • commiue 
u ha 1he ational ·em r for Envir 1uncmal 

Heallh, who · corn.mluec member uide L.he r ar h 
and M d pmeru oal and related p h • m,11ier.. Ap­
poi111ee LO Lhi commiilee were . rutimzed for their 
1ie L indu tr}' after cicnlist! wrnlc an open I ·Ltcr of 
complaint aboul conOi of inter t lo the wbcr 
25, 2002 is uc of Lhe j L1rnal ri 11cc. ~vman ex­
plained Lhat he and hi taff "arc current.I , in c Ligat­
ing more than 10) uch tip _,. 

cl nowlcdging thal Bu h administration officil: ls 
bield government information [rom the public e ·· ror 

a, ide range f rea on , including I ilim te national 

,vi1h 1he a i ran c f , mm nt in rder to make 
rhcir commun'ilie safer, inform the publi • and for 
0 1 her purpo c : 

, D RT i. al addr ing u h u 
a1cd a working gr up on Permanent Publi 

o emmcm lnforma1i n Lhat peraL \\ithiu 
D RT F deral Do umenc · Ta k Force. The r und 

tahl ·. web iite (v,w~ 2.libraf) .unr. du/dep1/bg1c/ 
Dun ml/PPBmil l r hronchan.do ) in ·lud a hronol­
og compiled b Barbara R. Lllcr, a istant d cume.n 
librarian at klahoma ta le ruversit m ullwater, of 
bolh removed infurmati n aod other g emm nL a Lioru 
wi.th the pot nrial to affect access to governmem infor­
mation . Hcalt..h-rclated mformation co ercd by this hst­
ing includes cnvironmenlal health math,:r mch as water 
omce anti qualit ,, as well a step to U1k in the \1Cllt 

or nu ]ear emerg n ic , Miller xplaine L 
-, e put that up on the\: eb o that p ople could 

ee 1hc hec.r amount f inConnation ecurl.t , purpose ,~ Wa.xman none­
th less a sens that defcndin against 
Lerrorism d e not adequ tcl • 
plain ome recent! idenliCied om· -
Ion ... The ad mini tratlc u ha 

regctlarl • uppres ed d nllfi in~ r­
tuaUon _ imp! ' becau e Lhal informa­

An elected official 
took issue with the 
CDC' s fact sheets 
about condom use. 

that v. disappearing," M.jlJer aid. 
~ 11 was ju t incredible 10 e how 
much . turf wa taken rr.- In par­
ticular. he ·c the deer ed inf r-
matio acting nt 

tion onllicts with th admini tran n' · 1deol ,ical 
a enda ·• he argued . ''Ralher th.in be hon l wi1 b 1.h 

m ri an pc ple ahout pur uing p Uci · · comrnr , LO 

cience, il ba tried to suppr or vcn lrnnge the i-

Documenting I hat d-isappcarcd 
Th e effor , axman aid reflect a broader p !icy 
aimed al limiting the availabilit , f infonnntion 
abom go emm n act.ions . "The Bu. h admini tration 
ha con i tently demon tra lcd it penchant for sc­
crcc . The uppre ion of health and cicmifi inJor­
maLiou is on! • one e • mplc among m ny,'' he 
ome.aded, pojnliug to other agency 

action u ha the Depar1mcnlS of 
J1.1. tice and Homeland ecurit lim­
iting acce s lo infonnation prcvi-
ou I over cl uocl r th· Freedom f 
lni nnation ct. In appar ni agre-e­
Li1en1 , the Am rican Librar 
alion and the merican As o iati n 

f Law Librarian 
ignatori • 10 an Augu t 27 lener 

urgin 11 m land ecuriL e retary 
Tom Rid e l hold publi hearing 
on implemcming th Homclru1d -e-

uril lnformation haring A t of 
2002 , le · L UH! law' implementation 
"preclude public a ce to informa­
tion that comm unit , r · idem . par­
em , journali , and other in the 
public currently e1b1ain from or 
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abilit ' l ba ic earch. 
''A lol of 1hi ha dire t and indire l bearing on 
health ," _he added. 

·ems ab Lh-rd, 1ed inC nnatlon. ac; , ell 
a r in tan rubbed mf n11a1i n, led 

RT top 
tronic govcrn1i: n on , _aid rlene \, ible, 
hair o OD R ,15 on omrnince and bead of 

the ,o nment 1c D panm nl ill Lhe 111vcr-
ity of r th e, ra b1 Denwn. The rcsolu-

lion , approved b Council at ·on's 
20 mer g (AL, ar go -

ncie vidc omi o \\ ith-
onic. informaiion and rchable 

ar hive of, it hdra\ n infonnat..ion , a 
wcU a re ord schedules indicatin 
c.hau es tu ite coment. 

Draft d to "ere.ale an awaren oJ 
on m " am ng cbma ters ab ul 

hm '' the htslOrical r cord an b re­
m ved b • a i.mple m u c di k. the 
re o luti n ' a aL,;o WTILICll uto remind 
federal agcnci that elec1ronic do u­
men sand rec rds have an equal 
Latu ,v-iLh 1.ang1blc record. and lha1 

Lh c arc also governed by Title 44 
and re ord rclenli n prmisions," 
Bob alLcr, dean of learning re-

m Pittsburg (Kans.) uuc ni­
,,er it and chair of the ub ommittcc 
on Government lnformation of 
Lq,~ lalion omrnittce, told AL c­
knowlcdgin that G DORT m rnber 
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had also hoped io 0 e..x'J)res a concern thaL informaLi n is 
removed from web pag for polincal rea ons wiLh ut 
furlher accessibility Lo the u r; · alter p cul:ned thut, 
110 matter how heightened Lh public awaren , "If th 
political advan1..age i felt to b trong enough, it will c­
cur again ." 

Blinded b i1m 
Uk , · e, ome munacher lnstimte re earch repor on 
repr ducLive health have pointed lO federal government 

now report that -having an ab ruon or miscarriage 
cl 1101 incre.: e a woman· sub equem ri k [ devel-
oping brca t cancer," according lO material po ted at 
Wa 'man' \ eb ite. Yer, according LO Boon tra, while 

ba direCLed me age to the congr s man ae­
ledgi ng thi , Lhc ag ncy "ha not rcpo ted that 
h et~ at it O\ n , b ite. 

poke pe on Kath ' Harben offer d more detail 
ab ut chang LO the condom face he.ct, ~'Plaining that 
th • agency is alwa working ·' to impro e the proc e of 

actions that are likely to impact public 
health information. The e reports re­
fer to both congres ional and adminis­
trati e acl5 that have direct cl 
r ources awa from generally ac­
cepted public health aclivi.Li re ard­
ing reproducrion Lo fund the 
dissemination of an ab linen e-0111 
approach. One rep n by Guumacher 
senior policy analy t Heather Boonstra 
ob erv s, '" number of rece.n1 rno,· 
[by the Bu h admini Lration] uggest 

°We must alway 
be concerned 
with accuracy 

trying co pr tcct the public health." ln 
tJ,e cas of the condom fact sheet, the 

D and other a 1e.nci such as l11e 
ational lnstitut' of HcaltJ1 and the 
nired St.ate!> Age□ for International 

of information and 
the credibility 

Dcvelopm OL form d a working group 
to evaluate messages about condom 
u e because. of concerns that existing 
fact he were bas don expert opin­
ion in lead of re ear h data. "We were 

of sources." 
-June Pinnell-Stephen 1 

Fairbanks. Alaska hall ng don th tatem n that were 
on there. lL' LrUc that omeone who 

that cienti.Oc decision making i being ubven cl by an 
over-zealous commiunem to ideology.~ 

HHS poke per on Bill Pierce (no relation t the au­
thor of Lh · anicl ) r fut rh e charge . "Th · is abso­
lutely science based, 100 percent," he aid. Pierce 
explain that in the case of the more highly publicized 
controver ies-tbe Center ~ r Disc e Comr I and 
Prevention (CD ) condom fact be·t and N I infom1a­
tion questioning links between developing breast c a­
cer and having had an ahoni n-a me1nl er of Congr 
had reque ted review of the fa t hee . In each case, 
Pierce tated, the agenc re ponded appropriately , ich 
a literature earch and ~round that the . tatemenrs" ere 
not upponcd by iemific data." 

In r ponse lO on ems air d by W man and rher 
memb r of Congr , N .I re valuated ir brea t cane r 
re carcl1.. The in titute re.vi cd it finding again and 

wa I cted called u nit, but the pro thaL was t~ed 
t modif the language wa a scientific on : Harben said. 

The agen ' m age now i that ~c ucloms are n:ry 
effe ti e, but 1here'_ no guaramee," h explained. Th 
fact she lS also offer more detai.ls about scxuall • trans­
nuucd infecLion , 111le indkattng the role of ab ti.Dence 
in pre cnti 11 . '' ll' more breaking it down b TD 
Is uall • transmiucd disc el : not ne me age uit · 
all TDs," he said. uThere' Lill i.nfom1a1.ion on 
condom on the website," H rben added . 

onet11 I , Boonstra maintain that the chang 
~seem Lo be political! moti al d b cau c there had 
been n letter from member of ongre s right before it 
di app ar cl." Explanations ab ut di ease-specific con-
d m rrecti en , while teclmicallr orrec1 , do ·n r 
warrant hanging me sage ab ul condom u e, 
Bo n tra aid. ~IL ha to do, ith usage, and correct us-
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age, not with the ondom i elf," 
he aid . 

· nds that com-
o federal health 

primarily on 
ondom and an-

h e-
one · continuing to 

Others follO\ ing -
agree that the concern t-

torney maa-ln1own fo 
fr edo -· m1ati n e ·pertlse-
a kno 1at tJ1e fed ral 
gov r ectronic informa-

. ve hi ted ince Lhe. 
lC ITOri I au c of 200l. " If in 
doubt, take ii out" i th new poli y 
regarding a c s to i.nformatioa via 
the eb, u man aid , addiug, 
" hen it come LO information in­
olving homeland ecurily, ther i 

no qu lion that th go emment i 
pulling out I s information." 

A · to wh thcr political id ology 
or . ccurily dctennin changes in 
th· narnre of what government in­
fom,ation is available onlinc, 

t man ob ervecl, - dmini trati ns 
u agen ie and th media a way 
r promoting their\ · , . ~ H 

added that while "it houldn\ sur­
pri e an , ne Lhat in m, admini tr -
rion that · late.re te.d in promoting 
ab tine.nee in tead I f onl raception. 
that [p r p ctive] h ulcl be a part 
of a 111 ag fr m 1-11 I • m 
\ b ' tc l I TOlllOU.' a p int r ICW 

is TIOt unexpected. '' 
"To remove factual information 

fr m ~ eb ite go' a tcp be ·ond 
that ," usman add d . 

choing this entimcnt, Fairbanl· 
librarian Pinnell- lcphcn remark d , 
·•we mu t alway be onccmc<l \ itl1 
accuracy of inf< tmation and tbi; 

credibiHL}' of source we make avail­
abl Lo our u r . When go cm­
menL- upp ned .r carch and reports 
ar ornpromi.s d b poULic and id -
ol gy,, e can n longer trust their 
validtl)', Thi subvcrsi. n o( the i­

encific proc has the pot ntial or 
cau in great harm and h ul<l b 
protcstrd a loudly a an • other 
~ rm or en r hip." ❖ 
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Celebrate the life and stories 
of Nobel Prize-winning 
writer Isaac Bashevis Singer 
( :r904-:r99:r) at your Hbrary. 
Grants are available for libraries 
of all types interested in 
hosting public programs on the 
life and works of I.B. Singer. 

For an application and 
guidelines~ visit 
www.ala.org/publicprograms. 
Deadline: December :rs 

.AssimilatinB AIMru:a, the centennial 
celebration of LB. Singer. is an initiative o£ 
The Library of America in cooperation with the 
American Lll>rary Association Public Programs 
Office and with support from the National 
Endowment fur the Humanities. 
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